
McPherson County Economy



Welcome

& Introductions

Mayor Tom Brown



Unemployment Rate
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County Population Trends, 2010-2020



Employment Growth



Annual Wages



Seasonally Adjusted Retail Sales

Source: CEDBR, KS Dept of Revenue



Projected impacts of COVID-19 Vulnerability Index-Published Q-2, 2020



Vulnerability Index Ratings

KS MSA Index Ranking (US)

Wichita, KS MSA 107.37 80

KC MO-KS 96.33 254

Lawrence, KS-MSA 108.08 76

Manhattan, KS- MSA 96.35 253

St Joseph MO-KS MSA 89.51 344

Topeka, KS MSA 83.63 378



2019 Expansions

Two New Company 
Announcements

Total Capital Investment: 124MM
Total New Jobs Projected: 231



2020 Expansions

New Company 
Announcement

Total Capital Investment: 4MM
Total New Jobs Projected: 17



#21
2020 “Top Micropolitans”

*Site Selection Magazine, March 2021, pg 114

4.9 ₵
Average industrial electricity rate

25% less than the national average
* 2020 National Industrial Average was 6.6₵ per kWh

MCPHERSON
BY THE NUMBERS

2020
$4M

Industrial Capital Investment



Industry Snapshot- 2020

Industry Employment LQ
2020 (2019)

Average Wage Per 
Worker

Employment LQ
2021

Average Wage Per 
Worker

Manufacturing (31) 5,114 3.76 (3.5) $67,284 5,077 3.74 $68,189
+1.3%

Machinery 
Manufacturing (333) 904 7.80 (7.5) $56,759 865 7.58

$57,753
+1.8%

Plastics and Rubber 
Products 
Manufacturing (326)

484
6.33(6.6) $45,567 493 6.40

$46,443
+1.9%

Fabricated Metal 
Product 
Manufacturing (332) 652 4.23 (4.0) $57,146 641 4.23

$56,997
-.03%

Petroleum and Coal 
Products 
Manufacturing (324) 591 48.79 (49.7) $136,005 639 54.28

$138,269
+1.6%

Chemical 
Manufacturing (325) 1792 19.08 (18.7) $45,720 1628 17.26

$46,477
+1.7

Nonmetallic Mineral 
Product 
Manufacturing (327) 390 8.79 (7.2) $69,017 409 9.26

$69,696
+.09%

Total - All Industries
16,488 1.00 $47,649 16513 1.00

$48,239
+1.2%

Industry Snapshot- 2021 Q2







New Company 
Announcements

Total Capital Investment: 2.5MM
Total New Jobs Projected: 30



MCPHERSON
BY THE NUMBERS

2021
$2.5M
Industrial Capital Investment

30 New Jobs Projected 

Site Selection Magazine’s Top 69 Micropolitans in the USA-2021



Requests for Information-New Project Leads

Source Industry Name Status

KDOC-Ruiz-West Coast 
Rep
02-05-21

manufacturing Project XLR8 Submitted on 02-10-21

Organic-03-16-21 Manufacturing Project Acero Submitted on 03-16-21

KDOC-Freeman
06.07.21

Aviation Project Jane No Response- Land 
Requirements too large

Organic, then again 
through KDOC-Hutchins
06.19.21

Data Hosting for Crypto Miners Project Bumblebee No Response. Had preliminary 
conversations, however, 
determined it was not a fit. 

KDOC-Jack-
International Division

Heavy Industry Singularity Submitted on 08-09-21
-Status Paused

KDOC-Ruiz Data Center Walleye Submitted on 08-16-2021

KDOC-Freeman
08.20.21

Manufacturing Intersect No Response we did not have 
an available building or site 
their minimum submission 
requirement

Organic-
09.15.2021

manufacturing TD Submitted 09.15.21. Owner 
approached us about a new 
location in McPherson. 
Currently have a small 
colocation agreement with 
one of our existing employers.  
Multiple site visits.  Interested 
in an existing building in town. 
-Purchased CHS Hanger in 
December 21

Source Industry Name Status

KDOC-Freeman
09.16.2021

Large Scale Crypto 
mining/Data Hosting

Steller No Response-MIDC is 
not pursuing crypto 
mining operations

KDOC-Freeman
09.02.2021

Manufacturing Project Birdcage No Response we did 
not have an available 
building or site their 
minimum submission 
requirement

KDOC-Ruiz
10.08.2021

Manufacturing Project Jeremy No Response- we did 
not have an available 
building that met their 
minimum sf 
submission 
requirement.

GWAP-Nave
10.10.2021

Manufacturing Project Stars Submitted a proposal 
on 10.19.2021 and 
also had an 
introductory zoom 
call.  F/U Zoom calls 
on 11.12.21, 12.17.21, 
01.06.22

KDOC-Hutchings
10.13.21

Food Manufacturing Project Glaze No Response-we did 
not have an available 
building that met their 
minimum sf 
submission 
requirement

KDOC-Ruiz manufacturing Project Bison Submitted Proposal 
11.12..21

KDOC-Freeman Manufacturing Project Innovation Submitted Proposal 
01.20.22



Labor Statistics-McPherson County, Kansas

Labor Statistics- McPherson Area Labor shed -2021 Average (2020)
McPherson, Harvey, Marion, Reno, Rice, Saline and Sedgwick Counties

Civilian Labor Force 17,373 17,164

Employment 16763 16,887

Unemployment 610 277

Unemployment Rate 3.5 1.6%

Civilian Labor Force 363,727 355,821

Employment 335,668 343,928

Unemployment 28,062 11,893

Unemployment Rate 6.0% 3.3%

2020 Average

2020 Average

November 2021

November 2021



County of Residence 2019 Q3-2020 Q2-2021

McPherson 13,806 13,227 13,067

Harvey 587 522 555

Marion 306 278 261

Reno 539 505 461

Rice 288 275 266

Saline 306 290 259

Sedgwick 332 293 287



Website Visits
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Where did web traffic come from?









McPherson Chamber and Main Street Updates

New Commercial/Retail Businesses Commercial/Retail Expansions Closed or Relocated Outside of Town

11 2 2

2019 

New Commercial/Retail Businesses Commercial/Retail Expansions Closed or Relocated Outside of Town

10 8 8

2020

2021

New Commercial/Retail Businesses Commercial/Retail Expansions Closed or Relocated Outside of Town

20 7 9



McPherson Chamber and Main Street Updates

Entrepreneurship Community Loan Program administered through the McPherson Chamber of Commerce

$2.53MM in loans for 66 business start-ups and expansions in MP County

2019 7- new E-loans

2020 1 new Start-Up KS loan

2021 5 new E-loans

2021 1 new Kansas Community Investment Fund(KCIF) loan

Incentives Without Walls (IWW) Loan Program administered through McPherson Main Street

$520,359 in loans including 37 IWW loans and 6 Start up Kansas loans for start-ups and expansions in downtown McPherson

Covid Grant Assistance

Helped facilitate the grant process which resulted in $757,800 with 101 recipients (small business and non-profits) 
through these grant programs: CDBG-CV, Patterson Foundation Grants, McPherson County (SPARK funds), MCCF , Small 
Business Working Capital Grants

2019 3 new IWW

2020 2 new IWW

2021 2 new IWW



Summary-Mayor Tom Brown

• Census 7.05% to 14,082- How do we keep it going?

• CDBG Projects

• Joint Housing Projects with Business and Industry

• Expansion of City Services

• Childcare


