
Southeast Kansas Economic 
Development Coalition 



Background 

• The Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission (SEKRPC), located in Chanute, KS, was 
established in 1969 and recognized by the State of Kansas in 1971 to provide technical and 
professional assistance to the 12-county region. The SEKRPC was then recognized  in 1972 as the 
Southeast Kansas Economic Development district by the Economic Development administration. 
We work closely with Kansas Department Of Commerce, Economic Development Association, 
United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development, Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment, Kansas Historic Preservation, Small Business Development Center and SEK, Inc. in 
developing projects in our member communities. 

• SEKRPC works with the twelve counties in the district and with the Kansas Department of 
Commerce to facilitate the use of the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) as 
a tool for establishing, promoting Economic Development activities for the region.

• In early 2021 the SEKRPC pulled together multiple Economic Developers, Community 
Development Professional, City Administrators, etc. to for the SEKEDC



Benefits of Regionalism

• Regional coordination and planning is crucial for the success of undertakings that are too large 
or complex for any one unit of government to address and preservation of the quality of life in 
the region are examples of challenges that require regional cooperation. 

• A multitude of programs and projects are initiated each year at the federal, state, regional, 
and local levels. These programs have specific goals which usually interfere with one another. 
Regional Coalitions create the needed venue and framework to coordinate these programs 
and goals into a congruent whole and supporting the goals and objectives of the region. This 
coordination is needed to integrate various federal, state, regional, and local plans, and to 
improve the effectiveness, mutual reinforcement, and synergy among various efforts. 

• With a concerted effort to ensure that the various public and private representatives have 
coordinated their efforts, their constituent groups and citizens will also be more likely to 
support it – thus unifying efforts to achieve the quality of life desired in the region. 



Current Objectives

Housing

Low- & Moderate-Income Grant Application and 
Administration

Developer Recruitment

Uninhabitable Unit Restoration

Downtown Living

Neighborhood Revitalization Program

City Land Bank

Downtown Revitalization

Tax Credits

Historical Preservation

Grant Programming

Recruitment



Current Objectives (cont.)

Talent Development
Partnerships with Local School Districts

KansasWorks

CTE Programming

Childcare
Provider Recruitment

Low-Interest Loans

Grant Programming



Our Staff 

• Matthew Godinez
Executive Director 

• Carey Spoon
Planning and Development Consultant 

• Adrienne Wahl
Planning and Development Consultant 

• Taylor Hogue 
Community Liaison

• Susan Galemore
Regional Economic Development Coordinator



Southeast Kansas Region Economy



Unemployment Rate
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Total Employment
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Regional Population Trends, 2010-2020



Employment Growth



Annual Wages



Seasonally Adjusted Retail Sales

Source: CEDBR, KS Dept of Revenue


