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Ford County Deemed

Least Stressed County in Nation
Below is an article written by John Green that was published in the Hutchinson News on March 26, 2010.

As much of the nation
continues to struggle with
worsening economic
conditions, Dodge City and
Ford County are facing
their own unique
challenges.

The primary one, said
Joann Knight, executive
director of the Dodge
City/Ford County
Development Corp., is
finding sufficient housing
to enable people to come
into the community to fill
dozens of available jobs.
A close second, she said,
is finding the people to fill
the jobs.

Ford County, a largely
agricultural community that is widely recognized for its "Wild West" heritage, meatpacking operations and the site of

the first state-run casino, o ) .
also drew the distinction  (Charlie Riedel/Associated Press file photo) Patrons play craps at the Boot Hill

this week of being named Casino in Dodge City on its opening day. The casino has brought jobs to the region,
the least economically and agniculture, meatpacking and construction have also contributed fo the economic
stressed county in the strength of Ford and Finney counties.

nation.

Coming in fifth in the nationwide assessment of counties with more than 25,000 population was neighboring Finney
County.

The Economic Stress Index, developed by The Associated Press to analyze conditions around the nation, develops a
score based on a county's unemployment, foreclosure and bankruptcy rates. A higher score indicates more stress.




Job Growth and Decline
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages

May, 2008 - May, 2013
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Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services; in conjunction with the Bureau of Labor Statistics




Labor Force, Employment &
Unemployment
for Ford County in Multiple Time Periods

May, 2008
May, 2009

May, 2010

May, 2011

May 2012

May, 2013

May, 2014




Percent Population Change in Kansas, by County
April 2010 - July 2013
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Micropolitan Rankings for
Kansas Cities
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Southwest Kansas Area Micropolitan Ranking Trend
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SPONSORED BY: THE DODGE CITY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND
THE DODGE CITY/FORD COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

11:30 AM-1:00 PM
THURSDAY,

NOVEMBER 13

UNITED WIRELESS ARENA AND CONFERENCE CENTER

Lund1eon Speaker

CHAMBER MEMBERS $15.00
NON MEMBERS $20.00
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